
Why I voted Yes on H.Res. 668

I voted Yes on H.Res. 668, to refer to the U.S. Court of Federal Claims the Indian trust-related
claims of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma as well as its members.

  

The resolution would direct the U.S. Court of Federal Claims to begin proceedings on the trust
claims of the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma against the U.S. government. The court would
examine and report to Congress whether the claims of the tribe against the U.S. government
have merit and require any payment from the U.S. to the claimants.

  

The Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma has been involved in a legal dispute with the government
regarding an alleged mishandling of tribal assets held in trust by the United States. Most
recently, members of the tribe involved in the initial case filed a class-action lawsuit against the
government. Current law allows Congress to refer pending legal cases directly to the U.S. Court
of Federal Claims. After a referral, the court assigns a judge to conduct an investigation. A
three-judge review panel then presides over proceedings on the case and submits a report to
Congress for consideration and disposition of any warranted compensation.

  

I supported this resolution because it does not mandate any particular outcome for the claims,
but simply ensures that the claims of this particular case are heard in a prompt manner.

  

The resolution was approved by a vote of 398 – 5.
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